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National Regent
“He is not here, he has risen, just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay.” Matt 28:6
My dear Sisters in Christ,
Christ truly has risen! This is a time to rejoice and be glad!
As Catholic Daughters, we rejoice together after a trying year of cancelled meetings, cancelled travel and cancelled family gatherings. As tulips show their pretty faces in beautiful colors, so can we as Catholic women
share our joy with smiles, hugs and gatherings with our sisters, families and friends.

State conventions are going strong. Many conventions were held virtually, a totally new experience for Catholic Daughters. Some
were or will be held in person, an experience we know and love. Thank you to the delegates, alternates and members who attended their state convention in person or via Zoom. Hopefully, you came back to your court with renewed vigor for Catholic Daughters
and that you will have a more vibrant energized court because of the attendance at the convention. Thank you to the state representatives who attended the conventions and brought the message from National.
Thank you, retiring State Officers and Chairmen. You have worked very hard to plan your convention. With the pandemic, not all
dreams and plans could happen. You worked together to make the best of a difficult situation and I am so proud of you.
Thank you for the many invitations to your state convention. I wish it would have been possible to attend them all. One of the
highlights of my year is visiting with members. Your joy as each state gathers to work, share and break bread together is contagious! Catholic Daughters are truly Easter people.
Court members from several states have asked about contacting Father Peter in Kenya and Father Luchio in Peru to stay in touch
with our sisters around the world. Included in this newsletter is information on contacting them.
The National Board is working diligently to prepare an inspirational, informational, outstanding workshop in Scottsdale, Arizona for
all state officers and territorial court officers. Each member of the National Board will be presenting a session. Time is planned for
prayer both personally and as a group. Time is also allotted for questions. This Officer Conference is a great time to listen to successes and discuss suggestions for problems. Please pray that the conference will be all the attendees anticipated.
Please pray that this pandemic will soon be a bad memory! Pray for the many who were affected by it. Please pray for those who
have lost the battle and for their loved ones.
Enjoy summer! Take time to smell the roses. Come back in fall with renewed vigor ready to take the challenges of another year of
working, praying and playing together.
Included in this issue…
May God continue to bless you.

Sherry Nilles
National Regent
Catholic Daughters of the Americas






Retreat
Update on Kenya and Peru
Membership, Shine Your Light!
National Convention 2022, Puerto Rico

National Chaplain, Most Reverand Walker R. Nickless

Dear Catholic Daughters,
In these beautiful days of the Easter season, we hear again and again our Lord’s call
to follow Him on the journey of new life. He desires us to become that“new creation” both promised and longed for. Having prepared ourselves by the practice of
Lenten sacrifices, can we now accept the divine invitation more fully than before?
By our baptism, Christ sends each of us to be, as it were, an “apostle of mercy” to a
world dying for want of mercy. Yet one of the hardest obstacles to overcome in offering the balm of mercy is the reflexive anger and fear we all raise as walls, to keep
from having to see clearly our own sins and inadequacies. What is needed is the
example of holy humility to soften those reflexes and allow the grace which we have
already begun to receive to work for others also.
During the Passion, Christ gave us Mary to be our spiritual mother, the Mother of
the Church. Her example of holy humility is a sure path for us to follow, and to encourage our CDA sisters also to follow, in order to be all that He calls us to be. Like
her, we stand at the foot of the Cross in our daily life. Like her, we receive the news
of the Resurrection with great joy and hope. Like her, receive and make use of all the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. Like her, we “keep all these things in our heart” in daily
prayer, for the good of our souls, our families, and our parishes.

With Mary, then, we can respond to the Risen Lord, knowing that, in spite of our failings, He will not reject us, but rather, will lift us up by grace and empower us to ever greater acts of faith, hope, and love.
May all the blessings and graces of this Easter season fill your hearts, and those of all CDA members.
Happy Easter!

Your brother in Christ,

Most Reverend R. Walker Nickless
Bishop of Sioux City

National Clergy Consultant, Fr Siby Punoose

"See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children
of God! And that is what we are!" 1 John 3:1a
Happy Easter to all. During this Easter season we can surely look at God’s love for
us. God so loved the world that he gave us his only begotten son. Jesus wants to be
with us for ever so he gave us the Eucharist, His Body and Blood to be shared by all.
Again, his willingness to die for us on the cross for our salvation. And his Resurrection is a promise for us that we are called to share our life with Jesus in heaven.
God’s love is unconditional so we are called to love one another. Every single person we meet in our lives is
loved by God and that is why Jesus died for us “A new commandment I give you: Love one another as I
have loved you. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Jn.13:34-35.
God commands us to love one another. Love is the defining characteristic of our Christian lives. God has
created us differently, but we are all commanded us to love. How do we love others? What is our experience
of love? How do I describe myself as loving to one another? God bless you all.
Fr. Siby Punnoose
National Clergy Consultant of CDA

Essie Walker, National Leadership Chairman
Passing the Torch

Essie Walker
2nd Vice National Regent

During the past two years, State Officers have conducted business, scheduled workshops, mentored their members
and held fundraisers. Thank you to all outgoing officers for your love and dedication to the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas.

Congratulations and welcome to all the newly elected State Officers. We appreciate each of you for sharing your time
and talents with us. As a leader, you will continue to carry on the great works that have been established for your state
court and members. We all know that within our organization, leadership is an ongoing task. Being a new state officer
can be a time of fear or just second guessing your abilities.
Now is the perfect time for sharing and caring. As an outgoing officer, it is the opportune time to share your
knowledge, experiences and information collected over the past two last years. There is no better time than now to
schedule a meeting with the incoming officer taking over your position. Prepare a notebook and pass it on. The
meeting could be over lunch, dinner, zoom or at your transitional meeting.
Take advantage of this meeting to discuss challenges and successes, handle conflict, take steps to inspire and
promote inclusion, plan successful fundraisers and workshops, remember the importance of returning calls and
answering e-mails, maintaining a positive attitude and working as a team.

Ability, Motivation and Attitude
Ability is what you’re capable of doing
Motivation determines what you do
Attitude determines how well you do it
Author: Winston Porter

1903 Society
Calling all fellow homeowners!!
We want to keep our houses in order and it’s a great time for everyone to do our part.
Most of us can identify with the constant upkeep and repairs on our home with the regular maintenance and those unexpected things that go wrong when you least expect.
st
As members of Catholic Daughters of the Americas, you own a 2nd house at 10 W. 71
Street,

New York City. It belongs to all of us and so just like our personal family house, our second house needs to have
the routine attention and care to keep it in good order. Just as we do with the house we live in we try to save money for those planned and unplanned repairs. We try to be ready for the costly surprises that come with home ownership. Now is a great time to consider membership in our 1903 Society so that we have money set aside for the
routine upkeep and those unplanned surprises for our New York home. You can help out and take pride in our
National Headquarters by being a part of the team. Membership can be an individual, a court or a State contribution. There is a payment plan to fit your budget. You can pay the $1903 in full or make payments over 5 years. If
you have a membership paid in full in the next year, you will have the honor of being recognized with a plaque
and a 1903 Society pin at our National Convention in Puerto Rico in July 2022.
Susan Mone’, Second Vice National Regent

Faith, Hope and Love

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,
Let it Shine, Let it Shine, Let it Shine!
Contact National Director Dawn Fortenberry with any questions – (225)324-8610 or dawnie55@eatel.net

Now that spring is upon us, we need to hop into action working to bring in those new
members and/or new Courts. With the spring, also comes renewed Hope in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. What greater love is there? Jesus died for us, sinners. How
can we repay that love?
We repay that love by focusing on Faith, Hope and Love, the greatest of these is
Love. Do you love CDA as much as I do? If you don’t, maybe we should find out
why. What’s going on in your Court?
Working for the Lord is challenging at times. Whether you serve in a small group or large group, whether you work or are retired, ministry is challenging. It is filled with peaks and valleys, ups and downs,
joys and sorrows. But our vision should always be on Christ, the light of the world. I always admired
Saint Mother Teresa, who seemed never to tire of serving others. She lived for Jesus! That’s what I
want to do, let others see the light of Christ through me, in my actions and my words. We should all
serve with that LOVE and passion for Jesus and His people. When we live that way, others will want to
be a part of us.

Many women are yearning for a way to serve. Are we ALWAYS inviting them in? It is by our actions
and witness that others will want to be a part of the Catholic Daughters. Let your light shine for all to
see.
FAITH
Do you truly believe in this organization and its good works? Show that passion to others. Passion is
contagious. I often hear from others that they are reenergized to go out and serve after witnessing what
we share with the new Courts. They wish their Court had that energy. Be the leader, step up to the plate
and recharge your group. Don’t let your Court’s light burn out or get dim. Boost the energy. BE the ENERGY!
HOPE
We can all hope for new members, but we must be proactive in getting those members. How? Again,
trust in the Lord that your love and joy for CDA will be enough to entice others to want to join your
group. What happened when Jesus asked His disciples to join? Some were a little hesitant at first, others
came willingly. Jesus promised them a place in His kingdom, but first they had to earn that place, as do
we. Your new members will be like the disciples. When we bring them in, we must fill them with good
things; ways to serve their brothers and sisters; prayers, retreats, pilgrimages; food (they all love food);
the light of Christ, His joy, His love! BE the HOPE!
LOVE
One of the strongest muscles in the body is the heart. Why do you suppose that is? Because, the heart
contains love. Love is the basis of all human emotions and interactions.“Love One Another As I Have
Loved You” John 15:12. Christ gives us many examples and instructions in the bible. When someone is
kind and loving, others are attracted to that characteristic. You ever heard the term,“kill 'em with kindness”? It truly works! Love, smiles, joy; they are all contagious. Go out and be contagious for the Lord!
BE the LOVE!
Place God in the center of your mission, and that’s all you need. God’s love will grow and His light will
shine bright. Good luck and much prayer for your success.

A Time for Everything
Prayer Table: Statue of Mary, Joseph, or the Holy Family, and Candle
White tablecloth if held before Pentecost and Green if it held after.
Introduction:
We are here today to remember, to pray and to hope about tomorrow. We are gathered to thank God for our times together,
for our sisters in Christ, and for the blessings we have been granted. We are here too, so that we can pray for each other, for
each one’s happiness in the summer months. We rejoice to know that God will be guiding our footsteps.
Opening Prayer:
Let us begin, In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
As we come to the end of this CDA year, we voice our gratitude for the good things you have done in us and through us, and we
praise you for the things we accomplished in Your name. We ask you to bless all members of our court in your love and give
them refreshment and peace. Let us reflect upon what seeds we have nurtured in our inner gardens and in the hearts of others.
Reading: Ecclesiastes Chapter 3:1
-8
There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens. A time to give birth, and a time to
die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant. A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to tear down, and a time to build.
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance. A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather
them; a time to embrace, and a time to be far from embraces. A time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to
cast away. A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to be silent, and a time to speak. A time to love, and a time to hate; a time
of war, and a time of peace.
Prayers of Intentions:
Our intentions will come from spontaneous prayer. Bring to mind all of the events and charities that our court took part in this
year, Each of us will thank God for something we accomplished this year or ask God for a blessing needed. Finish the prayer
starter below:
For ____________________________________________________________We pray to the Lord. All: Hear us O, Lord
(In thanks for an event or situation in which He helped our Court with this year)
Example: For the time you used our court to minister to the poor when we sponsored our coat drive.
For the repose of the souls of our members who passed away this year (list names).

Closing Prayer:
When our year draws to a close, it is time to look back over all that has happened and to that God for his presence. Then we
can rest sweetly in the calm of his love. God of love, your son, Jesus, did not abandon us but sends us your Spirit to live in our
hearts, to burn there with love, to unite us all as brothers and sisters. May we open our hearts to your Spirit of love, and
through the same Holy Spirit come to know you, Father and your son, Jesus, who live and reign with you forever and even.
Amen. And may Almighty God bless us in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Closing Song:
There’s a Time for Building Bridges by Carey Landry.

Through Everything,
There is a Season

CATHOLIC EXTENSION
Why is Catholic Extension described as one of the best kept secrets in the
Catholic Church? Exactly what is it? Wikipedia states: “Catholic Extension is a
national fundraising 501 organization which supports and strengthens poor mission dioceses across the United States.”
Catholic Extension’s funding supports isolated and/or financially underresourced Catholic dioceses in the United States. These “Extension Dioceses”
are reviewed and approved by Catholic Extension’s Board of Governors. Serving one in every five people of the United States, Catholic Extension fulfills its
mission of working in solidarity with people in America’s poorest regions to
build up vibrant and transformative Catholic faith communities. Catholic Extension focuses on six main areas: developing leaders, building churches, strengthening ministries, reaching out to the poor & vulnerable, educating seminarians,
and engaging youths. Last year Catholic Extension gave annual assistance to
550+ seminarians, 770+ scholarships to Catholic universities for lay leaders and
religious sisters, and 2,000 grants were awarded to dioceses. Additional grants
are awarded to help improve religious residences. Also, Catholic Extension is
the only producer of Catholic calendars that gives 100% of proceeds to fund
grants that benefit poor mission dioceses where faith is thriving, but the resources are scarce.
Catholic Extension is fulfilling Pope Francis’ call for all Catholics to be
more“missionary”. Recently, Catholic Daughters added Catholic Extension to
our list of National Charities. We both develop leaders, support our Church,
reach out to the poor and vulnerable and encourage youth. Will you consider
answering Pope Francis’ call to support the poorest of poor Catholics in our
country by donating to this newest National Daughters’ Charity?
Tess Cersovski, National Director from Oregon.

National Projects and Charities
Please remember our National Projects and Charities
National Projects

Habitat for Humanity
Holy Cross Family Ministries
The Laboure Society
SOAR (Support Our Aging Religious)
NCOSE (National Center on Sexual Exploitation)

National Charities
Apostleship of the Sea
Basilica of the National Shrine
Catholic Extension
Catholic Relief Services
Covenant House
Disaster Fund
Missionaries of Charity (Mother Teresa
North American College
SmileTrain
Tutweiler Clinic
Supporting the projects and charities makes a difference in the lives of those who are the
most vulnerable and in need of our help.
Please check our website (www.catholicdaughters.org) under Programs found on the first
page of the website) for a description of the projects and charities supported by all Catholic
Daughters.

New Courts Spring 2021
Congratulations to three new courts

.

Please send a congratulatory note to the following courts.
Sending a note makes the court member feel more welcome.
Thank you for all your hard work, Dawn Fortenberry!
Dawn is the National Membership and Court Development Chairman.

Court St. Cletus 2768 - Gretna, Louisiana
Instituted Feb. 6, 2021
Regent Cyerlia Gerrets
429 Lynnmeade Road
Gretna, LA 70056
Court Our Lady of Grace 2769 - Watford City, North Dakota
Instituted March 27, 2021
Regent Chris Nelson
328 3rd Street, NE
Watford, ND 58854
Court Our Lady Undoer of Knots 2770 - Bossier City, La.
Instituted March 20, 2021
Regent, Stacy Carpenter
2971 Sligo Road
Haughton, LA 71037

Courts in Kenya and Peru
After the announcement was made in the December National Quarterly that the courts in Kenya and Peru would no
longer be listed as courts in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas because of the language barrier and our inability
to service them, a suggestion received from a local court was that the contact information be sent to everyone with
their information. Below is the mailing address and/or email address/phone numbers for those wishing to contact
and/or support the courts. The names and addresses of the two priests who speak and write in English would be the
best contact.

Father Peter Wambulawa

Father Lucho Palamino

Langata South Road

Urbanizacion las Casuarinas

P O Box 15145
-00509

Mz lot.16

Nairobi, Kenya
Email: wambuyomin@gmail.com

Nuevo Chimbote-Ancash-Peru
Phone 51 994807787

CDA
Fall Retreats
Faithful Women Set the World on Fire!
Sept. 17
-19, 2021
Catholic Conference Center Hickory, N.C.

Oct. 29
-31, 2021
Holy Cross Retreat Center

Mesilla Park, N.M.

Nov. 12
-14, 2021
St. Benedict’s Abbey

Benet Lake, WI

Be inspired by the stories of women who lived out God’s will in their life and
brought love and hope to the world around them. Discover their struggles and
triumphs. Let their lives teach you what it means to follow His will in your life.
Let God whisper His will to you in a weekend with your CDA sisters.
Each retreat starts at 4:00 PM Friday and ends after breakfast on Sunday morning. Cost is $300.00 and includes a shared double room and meals.

To download a copy of the registration form, please go to
catholicdaughters.org or email Connie Dronette at conniecda@yahoo.com

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
2021 Fall Retreat Registration Form
“Faithful Women Set the World on Fire.”

Name _______________________________________________ Age ________ (room assignment purposes)
Court Name ________________________________________________________________ # ___________
Street_____________________________________________________ State __________ Zip ___________
Phone (_____) _______________________________ Email _______________________________________

Emergency Contact Name _______________________________ Phone (_______) ____________________
Special Diet __________________________________ Allergies ____________________________________

I will be attending: (please check one)
____ Sept. 17
-19, 2021
Catholic Conference Center
Hickory, N.C.

____ Oct. 29
-31. 2021
Holy Cross Retreat Center
Mesilla, N.M.

____ Nov. 12
-14. 2021
St. Benedict’s Abby
Benet Lake, WI

If you would like to share a room with another member who is attending, please let us know her name.
________________________________.

Retreat is limited to 75 retreatants at each location. Same Retreat will be held at each location.

Retreat Cost is $300.00. Includes shared double room and Friday evening meal, three meals on Saturday an
Breakfast on Sunday. Travel to and from the retreat center is not included.

A $100.00 nonrefundable deposit is due by June 10, 2021. The balance is due two weeks before the
date attended.
Dress for the weekend is casual. We will make chapel visits, so please no shorts. Weather permitting, We will
have outdoor prayer time. The meeting rooms may get cold, so you might want to bring a sweater or jacket.
Bed linens, towels, and washcloths are provided. You will need to bring toiletries. Please bring your Bible and
rosary.

Mail completed registration form and payment to:

National Secretary-Treasurer Connie Dronette, 610 Pitre Street, Sulphur, LA 70663.
Make Check payable to Catholic Daughters of the Americas
A confirmation email will be sent when your registration and deposit is received
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Freedom of Religion
We are a Resurrection people who share the Good News that Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has risen from the dead and
has conquered sin and death. We believe in the power of prayer and know that one of our American Freedoms is the First
Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.
The USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) has sent out an action alert regarding the deceptively named and
dangerous legislation entitled: The Equality Act. A one hour national briefing sponsored by the Archdioceses of Los Angeles
and New York, the Dioceses of Arlington and Green Bay, together with the Catholic Conferences of Colorado and Virginia in
collaboration with Catholic dioceses throughout the country is well worth your time and please share this with your family
and friends: https://nyrespectlife.flocknote.com/note/11564973/video/484014869
Basically, HR 5 would force Catholic Hospitals, Churches, Schools, and Institutions to accept transgendered surgery, homosexual marriages or be accused of discrimination and be sued until the Catholic organization is closed. Also, pregnancy
would be included with abortion as a natural outcome meaning anyone who supports the protection of LIFE in the womb
would be discriminating against the right to an abortion(S). So hence, another lawsuit. There is no conscience clause in this
evil legislation and girls’ sports would be forced to compete with transgendered males.
Sister Lucia from the appearance of Our Lady of Fatima stated that we would be living in “diabolical disorientation” and we
need to fervently pray the Rosary daily. We also need to pray to Our Lady of America to intercede for us and to protect our
religious freedom in our beloved country. https://ourladyofamerica.com/
Please call your United States Senators as their constituents and respectfully ask them to vote no on this dangerous bill.
God Bless You and God Bless the United States of America.
https://nyrespectlife.flocknote.com/note/11564973/video/484014869

Eileen and Harold Peterson enjoy Easter with their five
grandchildren (From left to right)
Brayden (2), Colette (3), Anderson (6), Sophie (5
months) Daniel (18 months).

