The National Board and National Office Staff
wish all members and their families a Happy Easter Season.

May the blessing of the Risen Christ enter your hearts and homes
this Easter and remain with you forever.
National Clergy
Timothy Cardinal Dolan, National Chaplain
Rev. Jeffrey Maurer, National Clergy Consultant
National Officers
Helene Shepard, National Regent
Olga Samaniego, National Regent-Elect
Sherry Nilles, First Vice National Regent
Vickie Feist, Second Vice National Regent Emily Guilherme, National Secretary-Treasurer
National Directors
Carolyn Bachmann
Carol Bogacz
Peggy Guckin
M. Susan Champion Hicks
Rose Holschlag
Susan Moné
Arline Rich
Marialice Sagan
Essie Walker
National Office Staff
Mary Impellizeri, Executive Director
Theresa Duran, Administrative Assistant
Tom Panas, Public Relations
Gigi Barreca
Alyssa D’Angelo
Joe Delgado
Martha Hamboussi

Gloria Linley

A special Mass of Thanksgiving, for the intention of all members of CDA, will be said by National Clergy Consultant Rev. Jeffrey Mauer at St. Mary’s Church in Washingtonville, NY.
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National Regent’s
Message

MARCH 2017

Helene Shepard,
National Regent

Dear Catholic Daughters,
As the perennial crocus pushes its stem through the
earth it tells us that the cold and bitterness of winter are
coming to an end. We can once again look forward to the
brightness and warmth of spring. So too, does Risen
Christ giving us hope, that the light and warmth of the
Father’s love is enduring. We Catholic experience this on
Easter Sunday through the prayers and the readings at
the Liturgy, we can say with complete trust, He is Risen,

He goes before you.

In reflecting on spring and new growth, we can’t
help but think of the new growth that has taken place in
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas these past six
months. Any growth that has taken place is the result of a
TEAM effort; for we are a team working together to bring
about Unity with Christ through loving service in His
Church. This teamwork will bear the fruit of increasing
membership and courts.
By the care and concern we Catholic Daughters show
for others, for our Parish, our Diocese and our Community,
we become Easter people. Peg Ekerdt quoted in The
National Catholic Reporter, “We are the Easter people who
believe that the cross transformed all suffering and pain,
and the Resurrection secured the promise of eternal life. It
is the paschal mystery, this Easter faith that we are called to
live each day.” It is through the Catholic Daughters that we
bring the message of faith, the spirit of hope that this world
can be a lovely place.
By now you have received your Call to Convention
from your state. Read the document and make a decision
to attend the convention. State Conventions are for all
Catholic Daughters who are delegates and alternates as
well as for each and every member. It is a time for you to
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make your voice heard and become renewed and
dedicated to the ideals of CDA. You also meet old friends
and make new ones and I promise, share many laughs.
If you fulfill the requirements to become a state
officer and serve on the State Board but did not send
your resume and papers in to the nominating committee
you can still run from the floor. Bring the necessary items
with you to the convention. Don’t miss out on the
opportunity to serve your state in a leadership role.
By the time you receive this letter the March for Life
will be but a memory and a beautiful one at that. Each year
it is an awesome experience for all Catholic Daughters who
participate in the Vigil Mass and in the March itself. It is
wonderful to join thousands of people who are willing to
stand up and make a statement for what they believe.
Please look for the complete report in the next issue of Share.
Just to bring you up to date on the activities of your
National Board, we have all been very busy visiting the
states that we supervise by attending state meetings and
workshops. Before going to the March, the National
Officers went to New York City and stayed at the Grand
Old Lady on W 71st Street to work on the budget for the
coming year. It is wonderful to see all the networking
going on among the three levels of our Order—National,
State and Local Levels—along with the Staff at the Office.
God bless all those who have helped to make these
six months a success. Working together as a TEAM, we
accomplish so much more. A Blessed Easter to each of
you and your families. May the Risen Lord once again
bless you with the virtue of hope in His risen power to
raise up each of us in eternal life. Have a Blessed Easter.
In Unity and Charity,
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We Adore the O Christ
and we Bless Thee, because
by Thy Holy Cross, Thou
Hast Redeemed the World

Fr. Jeffrey Maurer
National Clergy Consultant

Dear Daughters,
This familiar prayer at the start of the Stations of the Cross rings
throughout Lent and into the Easter Season. Through the Holy Cross, we
enter into the Risen Life of the Savior and into the Life He shares with us.
He shares His Life…that is the mission of the Messiah. He invites, He
inspires, He shares.
It’s a great reminder to us as Catholics, especially Catholic Daughters
that we are to do the same. In our work and witness we ought to ask
ourselves these very same questions.

“Does how I work and witness inspire others?” Are our projects
noble or tired rehashes of stuff we’ve done for years?

“Do I invite others?” Not simply to join a Court but back to the Faith?

“Do I share Him in my mission?” Is the coat drive/ice cream social
simply that or an invitation to more?

Jesus shares His Risen with us….let’s make it our goal this Easter
Season to share it with others.
Sincerely in Christ,
Rev. Jeffrey J. Maurer

Save the Date

tional Convention
The 57th Biennial Na
hters of the Americas
of the Catholic Daug
will be held in
, July 18-21, 2018.
ta
ko
Da
h
ut
So
,
lls
Fa
Sioux

Serve the
Lord with
gladness!

—Psalm
100:2

ur calendar and start
yo
on
s
te
da
e
th
t
pu
Be sure to
ters from
can join your CDA sis
raising funds so you
onderful gathering!
far and near at this w
2

Bylaw News

Carolyn Bachmann,
National Director,
National Bylaw Chairman

I hope all the courts have purchased their
newly revised bylaws but if you have not
please do so as soon as possible.There
were many revisions and some new
bylaws passed at the National Convention
in Pittsburgh this past summer. Some of
these changes pertain to delegates for the
state conventions. All courts need to have
the newly revised bylaws which has a
yellow cover.The newly revised bylaws
can be ordered from the CDA Store at
catholicdaughters.org or by postal mail at
$3.50 per copy. Corrections have been
made in all the books now sold at the
National Office.
A mistake was found in the newly revised
bylaw book. On page 39 of the new
revised Bylaws, Article XIII Sec. 3
(Elections), there should have been four
paragraphs, A, B, C, and D.

The second paragraph, B. “Prior to the
election, nominations may be made from
the floor at the regular business meeting
in May” was left off.This paragraph will be
labeled B and the present B and C will
become C and D. In this National
Quarterly there is a sample page with the
correction. Please cut the sample page and
attach in the Bylaws book on page 39.
The State Regents have been emailed
the correction; this needs to be sent to
all court regents to replace the current
page 39 if they have already purchased
the new revised bylaws. All Bylaws that
are ordered now will have the correction.
I want to announce that the new Spanish
version of the Bylaws can be ordered from
National for $3.50.

I hope all of you are well and my wish for
you is to have a blessed New Year with
joy and good health.Thank you for all you
do in the name of Catholic Daughters.
May the Easter season bring peace and
love to all of you and your families.

BOGO!

Bring one;
Gain one!

Olga Samaniego,
National Regent-Elect; National Chairman
for Membership and Court Development
As I write this article, I have just received the
quarterly membership report. Our report indicates that
we took in 868 members and deleted 860. As you can see,
we added more members than we deleted. I am truly
excited by this number, and you may wonder why.
While this may seem like just a small gain, it represents
a significant event. This is the first time we have added
more members than we have deleted in several quarters!
I am hoping that this is the first of many more successful
quarters!! The thing is…continued success lies solely in
your hands. You are the only ones who can continue to
invite women to experience serving the Lord as
members of your court. You are the only one who can
share how the Lord is calling your court to serve, and
you are the only one who can explain how your court is
answering His call. We are now heading into the Lenten
season. I know that your court is doing many wonderful
things in response to the Lord’s call. You are leading
prayer services and sponsoring Lenten retreats, and you
are sponsoring garage sales and other fundraisers to
benefit the needy of your community. You are praying
and growing together as sisters in Christ. When you
invite other women to join you, are you explaining to
them how much you have to offer? Do they know that
rather than just giving up something up for Lent, they
also have the opportunity gain something more—to do
something more? You can offer them the opportunity to

share their gifts and to use their talents. You can
offer them the opportunity to grow spiritually as
they experience coming to know Christ more fully.
You are also offering them the opportunity to show
their love for God by loving and serving His people.
Only can make this offer for your court! Only you can
offer the gift of sisterhood!
We are in the middle of a new BOGO! Contest. If
every member of your court will invite one member to
join, your court can double in membership this year. It is
doable—several courts did it last term. Your court may
win a cash prize at the next national convention, and
your members can be nominated by your state regent
for a St. Faustina Membership Award for leadership in
recruitment and court development. Regents, if you have
members whom you believe should be recognized for
this award, please notify your state regent.
While numbers are important and incentives are nice,
please remember that BOGO! is not only about numbers
or contests. It is also about preserving who we are. All
members need to be working on membership numbers
because we believe in the mission of our Order. Our
organization needs to grow so that we can continue to offer
women a vital avenue of service as lay members of our
Church. We will as individuals continue to offer the Lord
our hearts and our hands—but as members of a sisterhood,
not only can we do more, we Can Do Anything!

But Jesus called them to him and said, 'You know that among the gentiles the rulers lord it over them, and great

men make their authority felt. Among you this is not to happen. No; anyone who wants to become great among you

must be your servant, and anyone who wants to be first among you must be your slave, just as the Son of man came
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. —Matthew 20:25-28
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The Committee to Study the Proposed Name Change

Joanne Tomassi, Past National Regent

to share our findings. Each of us will also report to the
team through email. Eventually we hope to plan a long
weekend together to finalize our written report.

In October 2016, National Regent Helene Shepard
contacted nine CDA members from across the country.
She requested each serve on the committee to study the
proposed change to the bylaws regarding the name of the
order. Each of these women said yes and are now
working on their assigned duties.

The team has agreed the duties of this committee
are three-fold;
1. Gather information
2. Make suggestions
3. Report our findings in writing

Calling on the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, the team
has identified eight areas to study:
• Procedure and steps to change a corporate name in
the State of New York
• Effects on our brand, our identity
• Effects on banking; required steps due to name
change; local, state and national
• Supplies, paraphernalia, jewelry, brochures, etc.
• Consideration of timing the change; should there
be required milestones first?
• The Bylaws; how will this be integrated?
• International laws and their effect
• JCDA

The final decision will not be ours. We are charged
with studying the necessary steps, costs and
consequences of making such a change. It is our duty to
provide information for the members and the national
board to allow an educated decision based on facts and
figures. Through this study we hope to help lead the
order to a strong future based on a well thought out plan.
Our final report is to be included in a quarterly letter as
well as published in SHARE Magazine.
This will not be accomplished overnight. There are
many, many questions in each of the eight areas. It is our
hope to provide enough information to allow our
members to make a good decision that will help carry
our order forward. Please pray for us as we move
forward in this study. We welcome comments and input.
This is your organization as well as ours.

Each team member has been assigned two areas of
study and has been teamed with another member. Over
the next several months we will communicate with our
work partners as we carefully study each area.
Periodically we will meet by conference call or computer

STATE AND TERRITORIAL
OFFICERS’ CONFERENCE
The State and Territorial Oﬀicers’ Conference
will be held on July 13-15, 2017 at the
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
in Belleville, Illinois.
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. The
National Board would really appreciate seeing every
State oﬀicer at the conference. We feel this is not only
a great learning experience for both new and returning
members of the State Board, but it is also a chance for
you to bond as a new board and get to know each
other as you begin to work together. Look for complete
details in a future mailing to State Regents.
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One Million
Rosaries For
Unborn Babies

THE QUALITY OF LIFE PROGRAM

Carol M. Bogacz
National Director, National Chairman for Quality of Life

The goals for the Quality of Life Program are to raise
social awareness and to encourage action.

Quality of Life Projects are projects that seek to meet the needs of God’s
people. As Catholic Daughters, we are called to reach out with compassion
and to be helping hands where there is pain, poverty, sorrow, and/or
sickness. Even though society has changed, the needs of God’s people have
not, and Jesus tells us very clearly what behavior will fulfill His expectations:

I was hungry and you fed Me,
I was thirsty and you gave Me a drink,
I was a stranger and you brought me in,
I was naked and you clothed Me,
I was sick and you cared for Me,
I was in prison and you visited Me. —Matthew 25: 35-37

Today, we may need to come up with innovative ways to fulfill the Lord’s
expectation. In addition to tried and true methods such as food and clothing
drives and bake sales, we may need to look for additional ways to reach out
to the people. We can approach local school systems, Catholic Charities, or
social services to identify and to help the sick, the very poor, and those who
have fallen through the cracks. Don’t give up. Be patient! Look for ways to
help. Remember the words found in the Epistle of James, Honor the Poor.
(James 2:1-8)
In my travels as a new National Director I have met so many wonderful
Catholic Daughters and have encountered many incredible Quality of Life
projects that CDA courts are undertaking. I am in awe of one court’s project
that pulled together many resources to help thirty homeless teenagers who
are still going to high school, and they do not know one of these teenager’s
names. They work totally through the local school system. This court of
Catholic Daughters has gathered appropriate, stylish clothing, toiletries,
school supplies, and nutritious snacks—all of which are distributed
anonymously. They don’t want publicity or thanks; they only want to help,
and what a powerful witness they are to God’s love for His People.
As women and as Catholic Daughters, God has given us many unique
gifts, talents, and skills. He wants us to use those gifts together as Sisters in
Christ to help those who need our assistance. You can make quite a difference
in the world if you just remember the three P’s: Prayer, Peace, Persistence.
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Praying to end abortion is our
largest weapon against abortion.
Please join in the Million Rosaries
for the Unborn, which will be held
May 5-7th, 2017. This event is
sponsored by the Saint Michael
the Archangel Organization and
those participating are asked to
say at least one rosary during that
weekend “For an end to the surgical
and non-surgical killing of unborn
human persons.” For more
information please go to their
website: SaintMichaelThe
ArchangelOrganization.org

There are still over 150
chances for you to win a
cash prize in the CDA
FunD Calendar fundraiser!
Winners are posted weekly
at catholicdaughters.org
under
Charity Fund Raiser Winners.
Have you sent your donation
for a chance to win?

Bylaws
now
available
in Spanish!
Item #107S
$3.50

Continuing with
Leadership Resolutions for 2017
Sherry Nilles, First Vice National Regent
National Leadership Chairman

In the December edition of the National Quarterly, six New Years’
Resolutions were suggested to improve leadership in our courts:
1. Consider your strong points and build on them.
2. Give the gift of undivided attention when working with others.
3. Improve your vocabulary.
4. Pay attention to your own behavior.
5. Share your emotional energy.
6. Demonstrate care and concern for others.

Now that you have mastered the preceding six resolutions, continue with
the following five suggestions.
A. Build trust and mutual respect by standing up for your chairmen and
officers. Give them the tools and support necessary to be successful.
Then let them fly.
B. Over communicate. Speak, write, email, send memos. Communicate
what is right or wrong over and over again. Monthly messages are
helpful and a good reminder.
C. Always give praise. There is no financial cost but the good will created
will be beyond value to officers and members.
D. Anybody have a better idea? Be open to new ideas. Give them the
lead, stay in close contact, but allow them to try something new.
E. Problems? Listen to all sides of the story. Be honest to all sides. Don’t
pit one officer/member/committee against another.
Your leadership style is unique. Use it to the best advantage for your
court. You will not fail because in your leadership role you will be Serving

the Lord with Gladness.
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Can We Build It?
Yes We Can!
Rose Holschlag, National Chairman
for Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity is one of our
National Projects. I do hope that
your court is helping to keep this
project funded with your annual
donations. Is your state planning on a
Habitat build? Granted, you will need
to raise some funds for a build, but
National is also willing to help. We as
Catholic Daughters can fulfill one of
the corporal works of mercy by
helping with a Habitat build. If you are
currently working on a Habitat build
project, would you please email or send
me the information on your progress.
My email address is:
randrholschlag@earthlink.net
Until March 10th my address is:
800 State Highway Lot 577,
Alamo, TX 78516

After March 10th my address is:
502 West Hamilton Street,
New Hampton, IA 50659.

Be sure to put CDA, your State and
court number in the subject line
when emailing.

Let us all help those less fortunate to
be able to have a home of their own
by sharing our talents and treasures
through a Habitat Build in 2017.
What a great way to “Serve the Lord
with gladness!”

The sacred seasons of Lent and Easter are a great time to remember loved
ones with a gift of membership in the 1903 Society or by giving a window in
their honor or memory.

It is a very easy and quick to give. Download a form at catholicdaughters.org
or give us a call at 212-877-3041 and we will help you out. A gift to 1903 or
Windows helps keep the Grand Old Lady looking good.
6

National Projects
and Charities Update

Why are you
reading this
newsletter?

Emily Guilherme, National Secretary-Treasurer
National Chairman for National Projects and Charities

There are five National Projects and ten National
Charities which you so generously donate to on a
regular basis. Thank you. In this issue of the National
Quarterly I want to highlight one of these ten charities.

M. Susan Hicks, National Director
National Chairman for Newsletter Contest

Hopefully the answer is: to be informed about
what is going on on the National level of CDA.

So, why have a local court newsletter? First and
foremost: so your members can be informed about
what is going on in your local court.

Newsletters let your members know of your court current
activities, upcoming events and special projects the court
may be planning. They provide vital communication for
those members that are unable to attend meetings due to
illness, being homebound, or because of work, school, or
family responsibilities. This NQ (National Quarterly)
State Newsletters, and your local court newsletter are
wonderful tools to educate new members (or even oldtimers) all about Catholic Daughters.

The Tutwiler Clinic, Tutwiler, Mississippi

An effective newsletter will: inform, motivate and
inspire your members. Take advantage of the

The wonderful work started by Sister Doctor Ann
Brooks continues in spite of the fact that the clinic has
been sold to the Tallahatchie General Hospital. As a
result of this change in management, there have been
many benefits to both the staff and the patients.
Tutwiler Clinic will continue to be a National Charity
for Catholic Daughters and you will be able to continue
to send your donations. The hospital has set up a
foundation for your donations to be used directly for
patient care.
Send your donations for this worthy cause to the
National Office.

opportunity to enter your newsletter in the National
Newsletter contest not only for the chance to be
recognized for outstanding work, but also to receive
feedback on your current newsletter efforts.
The State Regent is responsible for setting the deadline
for entries in the local, campus, and JCDA state contest;
most will probably be passed by the time you receive this
newsletter. The State Regent or State Newsletter
Chairman must send the 1st place winner only in each
category and division, with a signed letter verifying each
submitted entry was a state 1st place winner to me,

Recent Donations

National Newsletter Chairman M. Susan Hicks
N 2607 Carnie Road, Monroe, WI 53566

We are happy to announce that in the month of
January 2017 we have sent the following donations in
your name:

this mailing must be postmarked on or before May 1,
2017. Newsletters will not be accepted for judging after

Covenant House $2,000
Smile Train
$2,000
(Donation matched five times)
EWTN
$5,000
CLINIC, Inc
$1,000 (Social Justice Program)

the deadline. Territorial and State Courts send their
entries directly to me with the same deadline rules.

I look forward to seeing all of your wonderful entries and
passing them along to our judges for consideration.

May God bless your work for CDA and grant you a
joyous Ester season.

God bless each of you for your generosity that helps
to make these donations possible.
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Smiles For Campus Court Update
Peggy Guckin, National Director
Youth/JCDA
National Campus Court Chairman

Arline Rich, National Director
National Youth/JCDA Chairman

Youth Scholarship

Do you
participate?

Campus Court Members

Circle one

Do you need help to continue your studies?

Reminder Catholic Daughters of the Americas awards
one (1) $2,000 scholarship each year. Download the
official 2017 application form from the Catholic Daughters
of the Americas web site. Please follow the guidelines
carefully so you will not to be disqualified. NO emails
will be accepted. Please send all the information to me
postmarked by May 1, 2017. My contact information is on
the application. Good luck to all.

Have you told all eight graders entering the ninth
grade and planning to attend a Catholic High School in
the fall of 2017 that they may apply for one of the two
$1,000 Catholic Daughters of the Americas National
Youth Scholarships?

JCDA Scholarship

Do you know a $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to
a Junior Catholic Daughter of the Americas entering
college in the fall of 2017?

Applications for both of these scholarships were
sent in the September NQ and they may be found on
the CDA website: catholicdaughters.org.

Circle of Love Reports

Senior CDA Courts: share with your state court a

special Youth Activity, such as: sponsoring an education
contest, celebrating in baptisms, first communions and
confirmations. Or perhaps you collected clothes for
children, made Easter baskets, donated toys for Christmas,
sponsored a retreat. There are many activities you did, tell
others about one special happening. Complete your Circle
of Love Report and send it to your State Chairman.
JCDA Courts: tell the State Court one of your very
special happenings.

Circle Of Love Reports
I have read or heard from some of the campus courts
of all the wonderful activities that their members have
been doing to “Serve the Lord with Gladness.” I would
like to encourage all campus court advisors to keep me
informed on a regular basis of your activities.
Hopefully, all the campus courts that belong to a
State Court have taken the opportunity to fill out and
submit one special activity to the State Chairman in your
State. I hope many members will be able to take time, if
your studies would allow, to go and participate in your
state convention. That would be an excellent opportunity
to meet other Catholic Daughters and to learn and share
ideas. May I ask all courts to also send or email to me
your Circle of Love Reporting forms.
Reminders: Many courts have not sent to the
National Office your current list of officers, which was
due after your election at the fall meeting and a current
list of members. Also, Financial Reviews are to be done
twice a year in April and October and the form sent to
the National Office. If I can be of any assistance, please
don't hesitate to call or email me.

JCDA Program

We are updating the JCDA
Program. Have you
sent your comments and suggestions for the program
to you JCDA Chairman or State Regent? There’s still
time, do it now!
Thank you to the JCDA State Chairmen and State
Courts that have sent their suggestions and ideas for
the revised JCDA program.

Senior Courts: Did you circle two smiley faces?

Senior Courts with JCDA: Did you circle four smiley faces?

Do you agree that working with youth always brings
smiles into our hearts?

“May God Hold you in the Palm of His Hand.”
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Family Pract ices:

Be fore, During and After Lent

Essie Walker, National Director, National Chairman for Family

As a family, attend
Mass together, discuss
daily readings at
mealtime, join a Bible
study group, plan and
eat meals together, play
Bible games, participate
in various aspects of Mass,
attend a daily Mass and
parish sponsored activities.

The Lenten season is a time for
families, friends and the church
family to come together to selfreflect, join in prayer and show acts
of kindness to those in need.
Self-Reflection is a time for selfexamination of the heart. A time to
pause, consider and renew one’s
relationship with God, family and
community. We can say it is a spring
cleaning for the soul.
Family prayer can be done in a
variety of ways. Such as, prayer
before meals, evening pray as a
family unit, setting up a prayer time
and invite the neighbors, joining the
church prayer group, challenge the
children to learn a prayer by heart or
memorize a Bible verse. A good
family practice for the entire family is
to pray the Rosary prior to bedtime.

Daily Family Devotions: Devotions

can be held at breakfast or after
dinner. Read a devotional with the
family. Make it appropriate whereas
the children can participate.

Daily Prayer Time: Spend evenings
with family members to pray on a
certain topic. Such as, the homeless,
sick and shut-in’s, CDA members or
a family member going through a
hard time.

Make a Prayer Poster: Add one
person to the list daily during Lent.
Have family members to take turns
listing a name.
Go On a Spending Fast: Commit
not to spend money on clothes or
technology. Put those funds in a jar
and give to charity. Let the name of
the charity be a family decision.

Volunteer at a Shelter: The men

and women shelters depend on
the support received from families
in the community. Organize with
the church family a day or weekend
to donate, prepare and serve meals
to the homeless.

Volunteer at the Soup Kitchen:

One of the basics of life is provided at
the soup kitchen, nourishing meals for
the homeless and members who have
fallen on hard times. This is a good
time for family members to come
together to act as servers and just
spend time with those in attendance.
Have the children to make Prayer
Cards and pass them out.

Visit an Assisted Living Facility:

One of the most meaningful things
a family can do is share their time,
talent and conversation with those
living in the facility. Call ahead to
schedule your visit. Take a board
game, a movie or just a care package.

Clothing Drive: Conduct an

inventory of your closet. Hold a
clothing drive for infants, toddlers
and children. What’s in your closet
that you no longer wear? Now is a
good time to spring clean.

Education Contest Update

Marialice Sagan, National Director, National Education Chairman

and uses the misspelling, please do not deduct points for
that as it was CDA’s mistake.

By now local courts’ contests are being judged. You should
know your state’s deadline and send in the first place
winners by that date. Contact your state regent if you do
not know who your state education chairman is.

The local court award ceremony for the winners can be a
way to publicize your court. Send picture of winners with a
short article to local newspapers and diocesan paper. Have
a few applications for membership available.

Be aware that the initial flyer about the contest had the
word “Brethren” misspelled. The correction has been made
on the national website. If a student is not aware of that

9

NATioNAL WEBSiTE uPDATE
Just some of the changes you will find:

• The current National Quarterly and the National Quarterly
archives can be found on the right-hand side of the home
page, just below the current Share and the Share archives.

• Under Resources tab, you will find the last published
version of Tools of the Trade! The national board is working
through the Tools this term to make needed updates. Once
the newly updated version of Tools has been completed and
approved, it will be posted online in the same location the
current version is now.

Vickie Feist,
Second Vice National Regent
National Chairman of Website

If you haven’t made a visit to the
national website lately, make a trip to
CatholicDaughters.org and see the changes
our webmaster has made to make our site
easier to navigate and even more informative!
Check back often as we continue to update
and add additional information.

• The Resources tab has our CDA odes and pledge, the
retention of records policy, the legislative workshop
PowerPoint, and will soon have other workshop materials
that have been presented at Belleville and National
Convention workshops.
• The About Us page that was a bit difficult to locate
previously is now in the About CDA tab.

Standing on Ceremony:
Updating CDA Ceremonials

New Courts

Susan Moné, National Director; Ceremonial Committee Chairmen

The ceremonies of the Catholic
Daughters add much dignity to the
special events we celebrate. Nothing

was more evident of this than the
beautiful Installation Mass at St.
Paul’s Cathedral in Pittsburgh with
the colorful procession of hundreds
of officers in the robe of their office
and the stately manner of the
procedures for the Installation of
the National Board.
The Ceremonial Committee is
working to update and enhance
procedures for these celebrations.
To date, the ceremonial for the
Installation of State Officers is
finalized and every State Regent
will be receiving a copy from her
National Supervisor to be used at
your 2017 State Conventions. Be
sure this is shared with your

convention ceremonial chairmen.
Read the changes made for dress
regarding wearing of earrings and
the option for hose. Please share
this with the members in your state.

Eucharistic Ceremonies for
the Installation of Local and
Campus Court Officers as well
the Eucharistic Ceremony for
the Institution of a New Court

are currently in review by the
committee. When these are
completed, the committee will
then look over the courtroom
ceremonies.
It is an honor to serve as an
officer in the Catholic Daughters,
so take pride in wearing your
robe for these occasions.
Best wishes and God bless you
with successful 2017 state conventions.
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Please welcome and pray for the
officers and members of our
newest courts. May they enjoy
many years of Unity & Charity in
our great Order.
Feel free to send them a note of
congratulations.

Court Our Lady of Peace
#2728
Woodland Park, Colorado
Regent: Juli Hatch
562 Broken Wheel Drive
Divide, CO 80814
Court St. Helen of the Cross
#2729
Eloy, Arizona
Regent: Patricia Baeza
413 E 5th St.
Eloy, AZ 85131

Dues and Liability Invoices

Prayers Needed

In compliance with our Bylaws, Semi- Annual Dues
invoices from the National Office (covering membership
from October 1, 2016 - March 30, 2017) will be in the mail
before May 15, 2017.
Remember a vote of the court is not necessary to pay
this. You must pay the amount billed, please do not
deduct anything. If there seems to be a discrepancy with
your membership total, please contact the office.
The April 2017-April 2018 Liability Insurance charge
will also appear on this invoice.The Liability Policy sheet
will also be enclosed. Please keep the Policy page, do
not return it to us, it is part of your court’s records.
The entire invoice, for both bills, may be paid with
one check written payable to Catholic Daughters of the
Americas with the invoice number written in the memo.

Please keep the families of the following and all
recently deceased CDA members in your prayers:

Past National Director Kathleen Egan collected her
heavenly reward on November 23, 2016.
Condolences may be forwarded to her sister, Patricia
Kenney, 18 Kent Drive, Brick, NJ 08723. To honor her
years of dedication, the family has requested
donations to CDA in Kathleen’s name.

Past National Director Ramona Rakow entered the
gates of Heaven on December 31, 2016. Condolences
may be sent to her sister Rita Rakow at 929 Elm St.,
Atwater, CA 95301

Past NY State Regent Phyllis Blydenburgh went
home to Our Lord on December 3, 2016. Condolences
may be sent to her daughter daughters is: Diane
Dembowski, PO Box 252, Flora Vista, NM 87415

Please do not write anything else in the memo.

Financial Reviews

Barbara Champion, mother of National Director
Susan Hicks, who departed this life for the next on

Every April and October your Court is required to
hold a Financial Review. Your District Deputy or State
Representative must be present for one of the two
reviews. Please be sure to make the appropriate number
of copies and send them out as soon as the Review is over.
Attached is your Financial Review Form for the
period ending March 30, 2017.

January 29, 2017. Condolences may be sent to Susan
at N2607 Carnie Rd, Monroe WI 53566

Also please lift in prayer all those members and
friends of CDA who are in need of physical and
spiritual healing, especially:

State Court Reviews

Past National Regent M. Joan McKenna who has

been dealing with some heart-related health issues.

Past National Director Margi Oller who is

All State Courts are required to complete a Financial
Review each year. Please refer to Section 4 pages 19, 20
and 21 in the Tools of the Trade (now available on the
website for download).
These forms are due to the National Office before
June 1, 2017.

recovering from a heart attack she had in December.

Past National Director Helen Johnson who was

recently ill.

Baby Luke, grandson of Immediate Past National
Regent Shirley Seyfried who is recuperating from

The National Center on
Sexual Exploitation
(NCOSE)

serious respiratory issues.

Important items enclosed
with this issue

Statement from USCCB Concerning CRS
Operation Morningstar Newsletter
Pilgrimage Information
Offers to the Coffers
Lenten Prayer Service
Financial Review Form

The collection of NCOSE (formerly MIM)
membership dues and donations is done through a onetime annual court donation sent directly to National
Headquarters. In return, NCOSE receives one CDA check
of support. Of course, if an individual in your court or
the court itself wishes to communicate directly with
NCOSE, they may do so at any time. Please forward your
annual $50 donation check National Office ASAP.
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Statement from the Bishops
at the USCCB concerning
Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), established in 1943, is the international
humanitarian agency of the bishops of the United States. Last year,
CRS served more than 100 million people in 91 countries. Through
CRS, the Catholic Church in the United States helps the poorest of
the poor around the world in response to the call of the Gospel,
based on the teachings of the Church and following the example of
our Holy Father. Its service around the world makes us all proud.

Sadly, in recent weeks some groups have raised questions about this extraordinary
witness to the Gospel of life. They have raised allegations about CRS’ adherence
to Church teaching and its identity as a Catholic institution.
In light of this, and based on thorough investigations into the concerns, we wish to
assure the Catholic faithful that CRS fully and faithfully adheres to Church
teaching in fulfilling its mission of mercy. In particular:

• It is and has been CRS’ policy never to distribute or promote artificial contraceptives or abortifacients
or to promote abortion.
• All of CRS’ life-saving work to provide food and clean water, to fight malaria and other diseases,
to promote education, and to help the poor find ways to support themselves and their families fully
conforms with Catholic teaching.

• CRS has a very strong training program for all of its nearly 5,000 staff around the world.
In 2012, it expanded this program to include an agency-wide tutorial, "Protecting Life”, that
informs staff of the Church’s teaching on the sanctity of life, contraception and abortion and explains
CRS’ requirement that they uphold this teaching in their work.

• CRS has a careful vetting system to ensure that its activities and partnerships with other groups
or governments are forms of cooperation that do not violate Catholic teaching. As CRS’ work
necessitates collaboration with a broad network of partners in complex environments with a regularly
changing focus, this system is constantly reviewed and updated. The agency welcomes questions and
concerns offered in a spirit of Christian charity. If any weaknesses or problems are found assessment
and action are undertaken to correct the problem.
• CRS represents the Catholic community of the U.S. at the invitation and with the support of local
Church leaders in 91 countries around the world. CRS’ activities must be acceptable to those local
Churches, follow their policies and the policies of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. If
questions or concerns are raised by the local Church in any of the countries served, they are
addressed and resolved.

We want to make it clear that those making these public critiques, albeit, we hope, in good faith, do not speak for
the Catholic Church and we advise the Catholic faithful to exercise caution and consult the CRS website for
clarification before endorsing or giving credence to the groups’ critiques. At the same time, we do urge the
Catholic faithful to continue to support Catholic Relief Services. The U.S. Catholic bishops stand firmly behind
CRS in its commitment to promote and defend human dignity and the sacredness of every human life from the
moment of conception until natural death, and at every moment in between.
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Speak Out on Federal Legislation Proposed in the First 100 Days
The new Congress has pledged to work quickly
to enact a number of bills that have been stalled
for the past several years. Call or email your
United States Senators and Congressmen to tell
them your views on these important topics.
Support No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion.
Support Unborn Child Pain Awareness Act.

Boldly support Supreme Court nominee if he/she
is truly pro-life.
Repeal new HHS regulation prohibiting states from
withholding federal funds to Planned Parenthood.
Support repeal of the HHS mandate that forces
all employers, even Little Sisters of the Poor, to
pay for contraception, abortifacients, and
sterilizations in employee insurance plans.

Support Born Alive Abortion Survivors Act.
Support defunding Planned Parenthood.
Support Conscience Protection Act.
Support the First Amendment Defense Act
(FADA) to prohibit the federal government from
penalizing individuals, nonproﬁt charities and
privately held businesses from acting in
accordance with the belief that marriage is
between one man and one woman.

Rescind the guidance letter to public school
districts that self-identiﬁed transgender students
must be permitted to use the locker rooms,
shower rooms and restrooms corresponding to
their subjectively determined gender identity.
Repeal the transgender and abortion mandate
requiring physicians to perform abortions and
sex-reassignment procedures even if physicians
determine the gender transition procedures would
be harmful to the patient.

Most Public Comments Oppose
Government Funding Animal-Human Experiments
Amy McInerny, executive director of the National Committee for a Human Life Amendment
(humanlifeactioncenter.org) recently reported on the National Institutes of Health’s (NIH)
proposed animal-human “chimera” experiments. Of the 20,000 comments received, the vast
majority opposed the experiments. Catholic Daughters had issued an action alert on the topic
August 18, 2016. Thank you for speaking out to defend the integrity of the human person and the
human soul. The NIH is still evaluating the comments and has not yet ruled on funding the
controversial experiments.

Quick Reﬂection from the
Marriage Reality Movement:
Marriage, The Privileged Institution
Marriage, recognized as the foundation of the
family, has always been a privileged institution.
Many beneﬁts and incentives have been put in
the laws to promote men and women marrying
before having children and staying married for
the good of children, the protection of mothers
and the good of society.
These beneﬁts became so attractive for other
purposes, some have successfully advocated
eliminating marriage’s connection to children
and family so they can partake in them.
Now that marriage has been redeﬁned in law
and in the minds of the majority as merely an
adult-centered institution, we must ask: “Do we
need a civil institution that unites kids with their
moms and dads?” that would restore marriage
between a man and a woman to the law, even
if by another name.
This is critical, because fewer men and
women are marrying, resulting in increased
fatherlessness and more children living in
poverty as a result. This crisis is touching
almost every family. Do we need to restore
a civil institution that promotes men and
women marrying before having children,
and speciﬁcally unites children with their
moms and dads?
But there is a problem. Today it has become
accepted for people to conceive children
through donor conception and surrogacy with
the intention of depriving them of their mom,
dad or both. This is a gross violation of their
human rights.
As long as intentionally depriving children is
accepted, how will we gain support for an
institution that speciﬁcally unites children with
their moms and dads?

Documentary HUSH Reveals
Unspoken Abortion Aftermath
In HUSH, a documentary released last year,
doctors, psychologists and other health care
providers discuss the link between abortion and
breast cancer, premature birth, and
psychological problems. The feature-length
documentary has won many awards, and can
be viewed online http://hushﬁlm.com/ for $7.99.
The 20-minute condensed version is available to
rent for $2, and would provide an excellent
program for a meeting.
The Catholic Medical Association website says
HUSH “has the potential to be the most explosive
and controversial feature documentary of the
year. HUSH is a documentary that has never
been done before, on a subject that is so hot it
seems untouchable: abortion; investigating the
long term disputed eﬀects on women’s health.
But this comprehensive, fact-based expose on
the subject demands the attention and will win
the respect of your audience. It has a message
that could bring relief to millions of women
worldwide, and ignite an updated dialogue
about feminism, reproduction, and the progress
of women in general.”

Pray for Our Country
Pray the Divine Mercy Novena: April 14-22,
and Celebrate the Feast of Divine: Mercy April 22
On the Feast of the canonization of St. Faustina,
St. John Paul II said, “The reason I was made
pope was to canonize Faustina and to institute
the feast of Divine Mercy. This is the happiest
day of my life.”
Let nothing disturb you, Let nothing frighten
you, All things are passing away: God never
changes. Patience obtains all things. Whoever
has God lacks nothing; God alone suﬀices.
—St. Teresa of Avila

Approved: Helene Shepard, National Regent and Rev. Jeffrey Maurer, National Clergy Consultant

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas’ Oﬀicers and Directors present:

The pilgrimage leaves JFK Airport in New

Are you interested in joining

York on Sunday, October 22nd and lands
in Dublin where prayerful adventure awaits.

National Regent
After a few days in the Irish capital—

Helene Shepard and
National Clergy Consultant
Fr. Jeﬀrey Mauer
on this inspirational tour?

highlighted by trips to Whitefriar Street
Carmelite Church, St. Mary’s Pro Cathedral,
and Trinity College—we travel to Armagh,
the ecclesiastical capital of Ireland. On the
journey, we will visit St. Peter’s Church in
Drogheda and the famous Monasterboice.
Then, we will travel north to Belfast

$

3,450

while listening to many Irish tales and
experiencing the IMAX movie, In the
Footsteps of Saint Patrick. While in Belfast,
we will visit Titanic Belfast near the site

All Inclusive
(except lunches)

that the ill-fated ship was built.
Next, we travel to Letterkenny, Donegal,
Mayo and Galway visiting St. Eunan’s
Cathedral, the Slieve League Cliﬀs,

Contact LeAnn Brand at

410-897-2538

St. Columba’s Church, the Fr. Peyton
Memorial Centre, the Shrine to Our
Lady of Knock and so much more!

or
Our 12th Day has us bidding farewell to

LeAnn@lpjp.org
Latin Patriarchate Pilgrimages

Galway as we return to Dublin for a lovely
evening and a good night’s sleep before
our return ﬂight to New York on Friday,
November 3rd.

Offers to the coffers
Upkeep and maintenance of our beautiful brownstone in the historic Upper Westside
district of New York City can be costly. Aside from major projects like windows, roof,
bathroom refurbishing and painting, we encounter the everyday costs of any home
owner: light bulbs, heating oil, water, ice melt, paper towels, etc.
There are many ways that you can lend your ﬁnancial support to our National
Headquarters at 10 West 71st Street:
Memorial Wall Plate

$100

Windows of Opportunity

$1000

The perfect way to honor the memory of a member,
friend, loved one or clergy member that has gone on
to their heavenly reward. A gold plate, engraved with
3 lines will hang on the Memorial Plaque in our oﬀice.

The window replacement project is complete, but we
have yet to receive donations to satisfy the cost and
still have 15 donor spots available on the plaque
located right inside the entrance to the oﬀice.

Honorable Donors Plate

1903 Society
Perpetual Membership

$100

A great way to recognize a member or friend of CDA
for years of service, ascension to oﬀice or a hallmark
birthday. Three lines of type are permitted to be
engraved on a gold plate on our Giving Tree wall.

1903 Society Donations

$19 +

$1903

Receive a plaque and an inscription on the
Wall of Honor at the National Oﬀice, along with
a 1903 Society Pin. This donation may be paid
in installments over a
period up to ten years.

A general donation to the 1903 Society building
upkeep fund, in any amount, is always accepted
and appreciated!

In addition you can also contribute directly towards
our many National Projects and National Charities.
When you send a donation to the National Oﬀice for a National Project
and/or Charity, 100% goes directly to them. You can designate just those
charities you wish to contribute to or let us split the amount evenly,
only one check for the total amount is required.

Submit all donation checks to:
10 W 71st Street, New York, NY 10023
Be sure to make the check payable to Catholic Daughters
of the Americas and enclose a note as to where you would
like the donation applied. Thank you for your support!

Prepare
the Way
of the Lord
Leader: “In those days John the Baptist appeared, preaching in
the desert of Judea [and] saying, ‘Repent for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand!’” (Matthew 3:1-2) Lord, we seek to bring about
your kingdom here on earth. We surrender ourselves to you.
Bring forth your kingdom by bringing out the best in each of us.

All: Lord, as we seek you this Lenten season, we recognize
the obstacles that we face. We know that without you we
can do nothing, so, Father, we place ourselves in your hands.
We praise you, O Lord, and we thank you for your infinite
wisdom and mercy and most of all, for your unfailing love.

Reader 1: Search us, O Lord. Reveal what we have not
surrendered to you. Show us areas of darkness within
ourselves that need your light. Reveal to us any anger or
unforgiveness that we are harboring. We are truly sorry for
our sins, Lord. We ask for your forgiveness, and we trust in
your infinite mercy. Grant us the courage to seek the
forgiveness of those we have hurt by our words or actions.

Leader: Now, let us praise God together: The Divine Praises

Reader 2: Lord, touch our hearts. Increase our capacity to love
You. You alone are worthy of all our love. Help us also to love
your people. Help us to understand that whether or not we
like someone is immaterial. We are called to treat all people
with love and with respect. Help us to include ourselves in
that love, Lord. While at times we may feel worthless or
unlovable, help us to know that we are created in your image
and likeness, and you love us with an everlasting love.
Reader 3: “Bless the Lord, my soul; all my being, bless his holy
name.” (Psalm 103:1) Lord, may your praise be always on our
lips. Let us sing your praises early in the morning and late at
night. Help us to see your hand in every moment of our lives.
In every event, in every joy, and in every sorrow, let us trust in
you and praise your Holy Name.
Reader 4: Lord, heal our minds. We often overlook the fact
that we are commanded to love you with all heart, all our
soul, and with all our mind. Teach us to discipline our minds.
Let us not allow ourselves to be filled with fear and with
worry. Anxiety is never fruitful. Instead, help us to keep our
thoughts centered on you. You are in charge, and you know
what we need. We place our faith and our trust in you.

Leader:

All: (repeat)

Blessed be God.

Blessed be God.

Blessed be His Holy Name.

Blessed be…

Blessed be Jesus Christ, True God
and True Man.

Blessed be…

Blessed be the Name of Jesus.

Blessed be…

Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart.

Blessed be…

Blessed be His Most Precious Blood.

Blessed be…

Blessed be Jesus in the
Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.

Blessed be…

Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.

Blessed be…

Blessed be the Great Mother of God,
Mary Most Holy.

Blessed be…

Blessed be her
Holy and Immaculate Conception.

Blessed be…

Blessed be her Glorious Assumption.

Blessed be…

Blessed be the Name of Mary,
Virgin and Mother.

Blessed be…

Blessed be Saint Joseph,
her most Chaste Spouse.

Blessed be…

Blessed be God in His Angels
and in His Saints.

Blessed be…

Amen.

By: Olga Samaniego, National Chairman of Spiritual Enhancement, National Regent-Elect

